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News: After several years of no documented

activity (to early 2017) related to this project, we

are classifying it as “inactive”. This page will be

kept for reference
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MARSH MEANDER — This patch of wilderness may be developed (/Issues/AlaskaCoal/

StoneHornRidgeUCG.html) by CIRI to do underground coal gasification (/Issues/

AlaskaCoal/UndergroundCoalGasification.html). — Get Photo (/photos/marsh-

meander/) 
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On October 9th, 2009 the Cook Inlet Region Inc (http://

www.ciri.com/) (CIRI) native corporation announced plans

(http://www.adn.com/article/20091009/ciri-plans-coal-gas-

electricity-plant) to build a 100 MW Underground Coal

Gasification (UCG) (/Issues/AlaskaCoal/

UndergroundCoalGasification.html) plant on the west side of

Cook Inlet Alaska. This plant would use coal from the Beluga

coal field, the same field that contains the site of the

prospective Chuitna Coal Mine (ChuitnaCoalMine.html). CIRI

hopes to start producing gas as early as 2015 which would

make it the first operational UCG plant in the entire US.

According to CIRI, the resulting CO2 could be pumped to

nearby oil fields to enhance oil recovery, reducing the project’s

impact on global warming (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Global_warming). However, no coal combustion plant of any

kind has ever successfully sequestered its CO2

(LowCarbonCoal.html). A pipeline to achieve this goal could

cost over $100 million, and senior VP of CIRI Ethan Schutt says

they “hope that’s someone else’s project.” In December 2009,

CIRI applied for exploration permits (http://notes4.state.ak.us/

pn/pubnotic.nsf/c34a64e79ffdb0e68925678500698e6a/

68b3cb1b629f353989257680006ce829?

OpenDocument&Highlight=0,CIRI) to pursue this project.

Exploration occurred during 2010 and 2011 and a more formal

site characterization is expected in 2012.
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For more information including economic analyses and studies

of potential environmental impact of the project, see 

Underground Coal Gasification (UCG) Documents (/Issues/

AlaskaCoal/Underground-Coal-Gasification-UCG-

Documents.html) hosted by Ground Truth Trekking.

Latest News

In June 2010, CIRI and a company called Laurus Energy 

announced the formation (http://www.ciri.com/on-june-8-ciri-

and-houston-based-laurus-energy-announced-the/) of Stone

Horn Ridge LLC. This company will be responsible for the

development of the UCG project on CIRI lands. A timeline of the

project (http://www.bomaanchorage.com/documents/

Stone%20Horn%20Ridge%20PPT%20%205%2013%2011.pdf)

released in 2010, originally suggested that site selection and

permitting would begin in 2011 with a target date of 2014 for

construction, and 2015 for commercial operation. During a talk

(http://www.akrdc.org/membership/events/conference/2011/

video/schutt.mp4) in November, 2011 CIRI stated that formal

site characterization would take place in 2012. In early 2017 we

classified this project as inactive since no documented activity

has taken place in several years.

[MW]: megawatts [CO2]: Carbon dioxide
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Further Reading

> CIRI website (http://www.ciri.com/)

> Stone Horn Ridge LLC website (http://stonehornridge.com/index.aspx)
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